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theless their father Lorenzo's speech of forty-six years before
was not forgotten by his sons, and they showed that they
knew how to conquer, by showing that they knew how to
forgive. The vindictive policy which among the Florentines
invariably accompanied the return to power of a banished
faction was by the Medici entirely rejected. There were no
executions, prohibitions, confiscations, or banishments, ex-
cept in the case of Piero Soderini, who had been banished
by the Florentines themselves before the Medici leturned.
And even he was afterwards befriended by Giovanni i8

In this manner did the Medici once more set up their rule
in Florence, and all things seemed to augur well for its sat-
isfactory continuance, especially as it was decided that that
rule should be placed in the hands of Giuliano, both Giovanni
and Giulio being anxious to depart to Rome, where the elec-
tion of a new Pope was imminent.